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Purpose and Content
The number of state and local governments issuing air quality fore-
casts has increased signifi cantly over the past 5 years (see, 
http://www.epa.gov/airnow) with more than 300 locations now issuing 
routine daily air quality forecasts. During the past two years, improve-
ments in coupled chemistry-meteorology models have resulted in 
operational numerical air quality forecast models becoming available 
to the forecast community (see, http://wwwt.emc.ncep.noaa.gov/mmb/
aq/AQ.html). 

This new course will be directed at training meteorologists in the fi eld 
of air quality forecasting. The course will include a basic description of 
the chemistry of smog (no Chemistry prerequisite required), the inter-
action of weather and pollution, and an in depth analysis of the new 
NOAA numerical air quality forecast model and its components. The 
structure of the course will be similar to METO 415 in that practical un-
derstanding and forecast skill will be the primary focus. Students will 
be expected to give regular weather briefi ngs, prepare short papers or 
presentations on specifi c topics related to air quality, and take occa-
sional short quizzes.
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