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Meteo 410 marches to the beat of a different drummer (compared to Meteo 241 and Meteo 361). For
starters, the primary activity in Meteo 410 is the national forecasting contest run by the University of
Oklahoma (formally, the WxChallenge (you should take time to read all the rules and procedures on the
WxChallenge Web site).

Let's face it. You've learned a lot of meteorology over the course of three semesters, and you've
developed a library of conceptual models that have helped you to understand how the atmosphere
works. All you need to be successful in the contest are a few advanced forecasting techniques to give
you an extra edge in the competition, which you will learn in Lessons 1 and 2. You'll note below that
there are no quizzes on the new material. That's because we believe that students who have reached
this capstone course are here for one reason (and one reason only) -- to improve and hone their
forecasting skills. In short, Meteo 410 offers you the opportunity to become part of the inner circle of
weather forecasters. So, at this point in the certificate program, quizzes simply seem too sophomoric to
facilitate such lofty goals. Discussion, as it relates to the national forecasting contest, your performance
in the contest and your e-portfolio reflections, insights and analyses that document your forecasting
experiences encompass the essential components of Meteo 410. Please make sure that you read and
digest all the details contained in Your Assessment (click on "Getting Started...” on the Lessons page.

Let me say a brief word about discussion that doesn't appear on the syllabus below. In Meteo 101, you
were pretty much on your own in The Weather Station. Then, in Meteo 241's Global Tropical Center and
Meteo 361's Mesoscale Prediction Centre, there was an increased sense of team. Invariably, however,
there were always some students who checked in once a week to satisfy the course requirements. That
was understandable up to a point in Meteo 241 and Meteo 367 (human nature is what it is), but such a
seemingly individualistic approach will not work very well in Meteo 410's Forecasting Central, where
briefers must make substantive posts on five days during the week and briefees must add value to
threaded discussions on at least three days during the week (please read all the details in Daily
Responsibilities for the National Forecasting Contest: Attention All Weather Briefers and Briefees! in
Getting Started and Gearing up for the National Forecasting Contest).

In order for the class to be successful in the forecasting contest, students must come together as a
cohesive team. We expect each member of the team to carry his or her own weight and faithfully
contribute to the success of the team. Logically, individual success will follow. This is all so exciting!

You'll quickly discover that Meteo 410 is the most flexible of all four courses in the certificate program.
Instead of undertaking a capstone e-portfolio on a block of material (as you did in Meteo 241 and Meteo
361), you'll be able to work on your second and third e-portfolios a little at a time during the forecasting
contest. Essentially, you'll be offering reflections, insights and analyses for your individual forecasts at
each of the cities in the contest. So, as results come In, you can continually update your e-porifolios (like
a "scientific diary"). In this way, the task of putting together an e-portfolio at the end of the first two cities
(e-portfolio #2) and at the end of the last three cities (e-portfolio #3) will simply be a matter of updating
your verifications and reflections for the last few days of forecasting period. You can learn more about e-
portiolio #1 and e-portfolio #4 (the latter simply includes your reflections and “lessons learned” during
your week as briefer) by reading the individual assignments in the list of sections for Lesson 1.
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